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"The book is without peer in its field." — American ScientistIn this completely revised and
enlarged edition of a classic work in the history of technology, a noted scholar explores the
importance of technological innovation in the cultural and economic history of the
West.Following an introductory discussion of the place of technology in economic history, the
author offers a penetrating historical analysis of social change. Within this context he develops a
theory of invention based on Gestalt psychology and a concept of social evolution as continuous
development from antiquity to the present. Emphasis is placed on the role of economic forces in
the development of technology, with scientific concepts also playing an important role in bringing
about change.The latter part of the book focuses on the production and control of power in
general, and in particular on a number of important operative mechanisms. Thus we read
thought-provoking accounts of the technology of textile manufacture from primitive times, of
water wheels and windmills, water clocks, and mechanical clocks, and the work of Leonardo da
Vinci. The development of printing is carefully studied, not only for its intrinsic interest, but
because of its importance for the history of science. Other topics include the production and
application of power (1500–1830), machine tools and quantity production, the production and
distribution of power since 1832, and the role of Asia Minor as a source of techniques which
dominated the Middle Ages and the modern period as well.Thoroughly researched and cogently
reasoned, A History of Mechanical Inventions belongs in the library of anyone interested in the
history of science and invention, as well as the relationship of technology to economic and
social history."Throughout the book there is constant proof of the author's wide learning and
varied intellectual interests." — The New York Times
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Ebook Tops Reader, “As described in order info!. Buying used books for informational reading is
the way to go.”

Gene Bowker, “interesting topic but a "tough" read. I found the topic fascinating and the author
does a great job of explaining it. The book is NOT a light read.It gets a 4-star rating for
numerous illustrations and the way that the "story makes sense" as it describes the progress of
inventions. I learned a lot from reading it and it was a good value at the price paid.”

Robert O. Woods, “History of Mechanical Technology. This is a wonderfully through review of
mechanical technology through the ages. I have a sizable library devoted to the subject and this
is probably the best addition.”

Quagmeyers, “Five Stars. good book”

wsp, “love it. excellent product i use it every day. would not know how to act if i didn't use it. highly
reccomended”

markap, “Four Stars. Interesting history and perspective ...”

The book by Mohd. Hasan Ali has a rating of  5 out of 4.1. 17 people have provided feedback.
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